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administration of Greek Clmrch property. Conse-
quently, among the squash-hatted gentry of Smyrna there
is little enthusiasm for Huriyeh. It is simply a con-
spiracy to thwart the desires and "wishes of the great
Greek nation; a vile injustice to the descendants of
Agamemnon; a great wrong, and so on. There is much
in this strain, accompanied by the parading of Greek
flags, demonstrations, and a copious stream of leading
articles. Revolver mania is as rampant in Smyrna as in
Beirut; but the revolvers are apparently discharged only
on feast days of the Greek Church, or about twice a
week.7'
To the average foreigner, the name Turkey suggests
immediately the subject of the Armenians. The contro-
versial side of the Armenian Question is discussed in a
separate chapter in this book. In the present chapter,
certain characteristics of this people are described.
In spite of innumerable vicissitudes, possibly because
of them, the Armenian race has clung tenaciously to-
gether in the desire to achieve a common nationality.
This ideal, however, they have never been able to realize,
thus making it technically incorrect to refer to an
"Armenia" as a political part of the former Ottoman
Empire. According to Sir Charles Eliot (1): "If we sum
up the characteristics of the Armenians, they would
seem to be somewhat as follows: Firstly, they are
a race with little political aptitude or genius for king-
dom-building. This want of capacity was not due to
the Turkish Conquest. Even before that event they had
proved unable to hold their own; they were divided, by
continual dissensions, and became alternately the vassals
of Parthians and Romans, Persians and Greeks. This
was partly the result of their geographical position, but
after all, they had no one but themselves to thank for
that position. They seem to have had a natural aversion
to the coast—otherwise they might have occupied Con-

